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was international, open to virtue and ability
through all its degrees. The Pope also, as
Father of the Faithful, was the only possible
guardian of the war-chest accumulated for
defence against Mohammedan assaults.
Parliaments granted subsidies, the clergy
were taxed by Curial enactments, and in
their assemblies were willing to tax themselves,
on this understanding. But very great abuses
followed. " The Avignon system of finance/'
says Pastor, a most competent witness,
" contributed more than has been generally
supposed, to the undermining of the Papal
authority,5' and it " soon aroused passionate
resistance-" Among the evils which it
fostered, none perhaps wrought more deadly
harm than the intrusion of foreigners, French
or Italian chiefly, into English and other
Northern sees and benefices. These men
were, as a rule, non-resident; their claim
was felt as a burden; and from the time
of Henry III. to Richard II. a series of
protests, passing into legislative acts (Provisors
and Praemunire, 1351-1353), warned thought-
ful men that resistance might turn to revolt.
Jfc? Germany " grievances" now became a
standing quarrel, which was never laid to
rest until the catastrophe of 1520 had been
precipitated beyond recovery.